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Three new pieces, in ceramic, from St. Benedict’s Craft Shop: 


1. Wall plaque of St. Benedict, beautifully glazed 
in attractive colors, with gold lettering. Round, 
9-inch size. $3.00. 


2. Medal of St. Benedict (6 inches) glazed in shades 
of olive green, chocolate brown or golden brown. 
Mounted on velvet, in 10-inch square frame. $5.00. 


3. Paper weight — Saint Benedict Medal design, 
mounted on a Maltese cross. Glazed in olive green, 
chocolate brown or golden brown. Size 3 inches. $2.50. 


Our popular ceramic Holy Water Fonts, with symbolic 
design of hart drinking from fountain, representing the 
soul’s thirst for God, are available in delicate shades of 
pink, blue, yellow, green and tan, or in pure white. 
Each, $1.50. 


Available at the same price is our Holy Spirit font— 
cruciform in shape, in pure white, with golden dove hover- 
ing over the cup. 


Another favorite is our 3-inch open-book paper weight. 
On the left side is a monstrance; on the right, a choice of 
the Our Father, the Hail Mary, or “O Sacrament Most 
Holy” in gold lettering. $1.50 each. 


Kindly order from: St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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ya Wishes 
eS ge - od 


Through Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
we wish to extend to our kind readers all 






good wishes for a Happy Christmas and a 
New Year overflowing with Divine Blessings. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 














Our Guiding Star to Bethlehem 


DVENT is a time of serious thought, of earnest prayer 
A and of salutary penance. During this holy season, the 
Church intends that we prepare for the threefold coming 
of Christ: His temporal birth in Bethlehem, His rebirth 
in our hearts in faith and love, and His coming as Judge at the 
end of time. To enable us to spend Advent well and to arrive 
safely at Bethlehem, Mother Church has given us a most ex- 
cellent guide in the person of Mary, our Immaculate Mother. 
And well may Mary serve as our model and guide, for it was 
she who gave us the Savior. It was she who presented this 
wonderful Christmas Gift to the world, and as the Mother of 
men, she wants to lead us all to her Divine Son. 

She is the bright Star of Hope shining through the dark 
clouds of God’s anger upon a wicked world. Like the rosy 
dawn in the East, Mary Immaculate announces the coming of 
the Sun of Justice, the LicHt oF THE Wor tp, the Savior of 
mankind. 

To understand better the greatness of Mary, and to ap- 
preciate God’s gift to us in giving her to us as our guide and 
model, let us consider briefly what God did for Mary, and how 
Mary co-operated with God’s plans. 


The New Ark of the Covenant 


How did God prepare Mary for her exalted mission? Mary 
was in God’s mind from all eternity. As He had planned to 
become man, He also planned His Blessed Mother. Only God 
could choose His mother, and He made her in every way worthy 
of His Divine dwelling. Mary is the NEw ARK OF THE COVE- 
NANT, made of incorruptible cedar wood, lined with the purest 
gold, adorned with heaven’s most sparkling gems. This Ark 
was to contain not merely the Tablet of the Law, but the very 
Lawgiver Himself! Not merely Manna, but the Livinc Breap 
from heaven! How perfect Mary must have been in body, 
mind and soul when she came forth from the creative hand of 
God. Mary’s body itself was a masterpiece of Divine workman- 
ship, noble in form, perfect in grace and strength and beauty, 
free from every defect and blemish. So pure that Christ, the 
Son of God, might share her blood; so beautiful that He might 
bear in His own features the stamp of her grace and comeliness. 
If God made Adam’s body so beautiful and perfect because 
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from him the human race was to take its origin, how much 
more perfect and beautiful must have been the body of Mary 
from which Christ, the New ApAM, was to take His human 


nature! 
Mary’s Mind 


Far superior to her body was Mary’s mind. It was re- 
splendent with God’s creative power, adorned with infused 
knowledge, with the use of reason from her very birth—a store- 
house of rich spiritual treasures! Mary had a charming dis- 
position, perfect control of her passions, a fine balance in her 
entire being—all this in preparation for her later vocation, for 
she was destined not only to be Christ’s Mother, but also His 
teacher and fit companion during His mortal life. 


Mary’s Soul 


But who can describe Mary’s soul, that marvel of God’s 
creative love! The Archangel Gabriel salutes Mary with the 
words: “Hart, FuLt or Grace!” What a strange salutation, 
yet how true! Mary was full of grace even before her birth, 
because she was conceived IMMACULATE. On the 8th of De- 
cember we celebrate the great feast of the ImMACULATE CoNn- 
CEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 


The Immaculate Conception 


Now, what does the Immaculate Conception mean? Does 
it mean that Mary, in conceiving and bringing forth the Savior, 
remained a virgin? No! The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin means that Mary herself, WHEN CONCEIVED by 
her own mother, Anne (in the natural way) was by a special 
grace of God, in view of the future merits of Christ, preserved 
from the stain of original sin. Mary’s soul therefore came forth 
from the creative hands of God like a beautiful lily, unstained 
and untarnished by sin. Like the Ark of Noah, Mary’s soul 
floated serenely above the turbid waters of sin, untouched by 
evil. 

“Gratia Plena’ 


But Mary’s Immaculate Conception means much more than 
just this negative privilege of being free from original sin. As 
the future Mother of God, she was also adorned with all the 
splendors of grace, with sanctifying grace and the attendant 
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virtues of faith, hope and charity, and the gifts and fruits of the 
Holy Ghost, together with freedom from actual sin and con- 
cupiscence. The Immaculate Conception was the first and most 
glorious fruit of the redemption by Christ, and its most splendid 
victory! It was His first and most complete victory over satan, 
in which He crushed the head of the infernal serpent and did 
not allow him even to approach the citadel of His pure Mother’s 


soul. 
“Behold the Handmaid of the Lord!’’ 


All this God did for Mary. What did Mary do in return? 
How did Mary co-operate with God’s designs? How did she 
prepare for her first Christmas? We can distinguish three stages: 
Her PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE and sojourn in Nazareth; 
THE ANNUNCIATION and following months; and CHRISTMAS 
ITSELF. 

The Presentation in the Temple 


As a little girl (according to tradition, at the tender age of 
three), Mary bade farewell to home and parents and dedicated 
herself to God in the Temple in Jerusalem. There she spent a 
number of years with other young maidens, leading a life of 
prayer, recollection and service. She then retired to her little 
home in Nazareth where she became espoused to St. Joseph 
without sacrificing her virginity. The New Ark was ready for 
the Divine Guest. 

The Annunciation 


It was in this little house that God, through the Archangel 
Gabriel, made known to Mary His wish that she become His 
Mother. As soon as her question concerning the accomplish- 
ment of her motherhood was settled, Mary gave her willing and 
unqualified consent in the memorable words: BEHOLD THE 
HANDMAID OF THE Lorp, BE It DoNE To ME AccorpDING TO THY 
Worp!” What living faith, what self-sacrificing love, was com- 
pressed into that one little sentence! And God’s answer to this 
loving, unconditional surrender of Mary was to make her the 
living tabernacle of His own Divine Son. Thus the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity became incarnate in Mary’s womb 
and began His earthly life as the God-man, as Jesus our Savior. 


Christmas for Mary 


Who can describe Mary’s thrill of joy at the birth of Jesus? 
All her dreams have come true. She holds in her arms her God 
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and Savior. Her deep and humble love for the Divine Child 
finds expression in her wordless adoration of her infant God, as 
well as in the maternal care bestowed upon Him as her own new- 
born Son. What sentiments must have passed through the pure 
heart of this Virgin Mother as she beheld, clothed in the Body 
that had been fashioned from her own, the Redeemer of all man- 
kind, her God and her Child! Lying in her arms, in total de- 
pendence upon her for life, for love—in a word, for her ““Mother- 
hood”—the Creator of the world surrendered Himself to His 
creatures through Mary to be our Mediator, our sin-offering and 
Victim of reconciliation with the Father. In that sacred hour 
of wordless union, Jesus gave Himself to Mary and with Him- 
self, He gave each one of us. Through His Virgin-Mother He 
came to us, and through her He bids us come to Him. 

Go hand in hand with your Blessed Mother during the ad- 
vent of life. She will lead you safely to Bethlehem, to Jesus, 
to true peace and happiness and to the perfect fulfillment of the 
joys and graces which the Christ Child brings to all “men of good 
will.” Thus will this Christmas be in truth a “Mary” Christmas, 
a season of deep spiritual peace and joy spent close to the man- 
ger, where you will find, as did the shepherds of old, the Child, 
with Mary, His Mother and yours. 


GIVE 


Tabernacle and Purgatory 


and you will give a treasured gift. 


Special Christmas Gift-Subscription Offer 


1— One-year Subscription (Regularly $2.00) ........ $1.75 
2—- One-year Subscriptions (Regularly $4.00) ........ 3.00 
3— One-year Subscriptions (Regularly $6.00) ........ 4.50 
4— One-year Subscriptions (Regularly $8.00) ........ 6.00 
5— One-year Subscriptions (Regularly $10.00) ........ 7.50 


A gift-card bearing your greetings will be enclosed with the 
Christmas issue. Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Mary’s Three-Point Program 


OLY Mother Church begins and ends the ecclesiastical 

year on the note of fear. Realizing that “the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Ps. 110:10), she 

holds up to our frightened gaze the terrifying scenes of 

the end of the world and the Last Judgment as depicted so viv- 

idly by Eternal Wisdom Himself, in the Gospel story which is 

read to us on the last Sunday after Pentecost and again on the 
first Sunday of Advent. 

As we close the ecclesiastical year, it might be well for 
us to cast a swift glance back over the past months and draw 
a balance of our spiritual accounts. How do we stand in the 
Book of Life? Has 1957 been for us a success or a failure? 
Have we advanced not only in age but also in wisdom and grace 
and merit? While we hope to find no serious deficits, no glaring 
losses caused by mortal sin, must we not admit many lesser 
failings? a lack of generosity? a catering to self and to the world? 
a failure to give God that wholehearted service we promised 
Him at baptism and have so often renewed during our lifetime? 

Yet, try as we will, we cannot make our accounts balance. 
On the one side we have the immense amount of grace that God 
has invested in us; three hundred and sixty-five days overflow- 
ing with Divine favors: daily Mass, Communion, answers to our 
prayers. Well might the Divine Gardener exclaim: “What 
could I do more for My vineyard that I have not done!” But 
alas, what meager returns on our part! Defective, insipid, worm- 
eaten fruit! In shame we must humbly strike our breasts and 
say with the unfaithful servant in the Gospel: “Have patience 
with me and I will pay Thee all.” 

Happily, there is still hope. In this hopeful disposition we 
draw a red line under our unbalanced account of 1957, turn over 
a new leaf, and enter with confidence into the consoling season 
of Advent. It is a time of hope. In the very beginning of this 
new ecclesiastical year we see the dawn of a better day—Mary 
Immaculate shining on the dark horizon of a pagan world, an- 
nouncing the coming of the Light of the World, Jesus, the Prince 
of Peace, the Savior of Mankind. 

What better guide to Bethlehem could we find than Our 
Blessed Mother! She knows the way very well; she has been 
there before. In order to make a better success of the new 
Church-year and to find ourselves richer in spiritual fruit at its 
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close, let us resolve in the very beginning to follow faithfully 
our Divinely-appointed guide. We know the Mother of God 
deigned to appear at Lourdes as the “Immaculate Conception” 
to reanimate the faith of the world and draw it to her Divine 
Son. She chose a humble child—Bernadette Soubirous—as the 
messenger of her mercies, in order to manifest more clearly her 
maternal tenderness and to render our hearts more confiding. 
She called herself the “Immaculate Conception” to teach us the 
infinite value of innocence and purity, which is the pledge of the 
friendship of God. In the course of eighteen apparitions she 
did not cease by her words and acts to recommend prayer and 
penance as the only means to move heaven and avert the blows 
of Divine Justice. 

By her apparitions at Lourdes, and others even more recent, 
such as those at Fatima, Beauraing and elsewhere, Our Blessed 
Mother has sought to inaugurate a world-wide movement back 
to God. She has started a counter crusade against the elements 
of anti-God to recapture the holy land of immortal souls and 
reinstate her Divine Son as the Prince of Peace in the world. 
Mary’s campaign is clear, practical and effective. She has made 
known the reasons for this crusade: to offer reparation to the 
outraged majesty of God for the sins of men. She points to two 
main evils in our times: Forgetfulness of God and sensuality. 


Who is not aware that countless men of our times have not 
only forgotten God, but have completely ignored His laws and 
spurned His love? And they have had the audacity— instigated 
by the devil—actually to rise up against their Maker and deny 
His very existence. Today militant atheists have launched a 
determined anti-God campaign. Professors in secular colleges 
and universities follow a concerted plan to dethrone Christ and 
make man supreme. Official decisions of the courts have paved 
the way for the paganization of the nation. 

From this rejection of God’s supreme dominion, tragic evils 
naturally result. When man turns away from the God of love, 
he must turn back to the idol of self and pleasure. So we find 
modern man falling down in adoration before the Golden Calf 
of greed for pleasure and worldly gain. 

That is why Our Blessed Mother has come from heaven to 
give us a practical program to counteract these evils. Her pro- 
gram consists mainly of three points: Prayer, Penance and’ 
Reparation, and they can be carried out by everyone of good 
will. As regards prayer, let us pray in and with and through 
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Mary. Let us deepen and intensify the spirit of prayer in our 
lives. Our daily Rosary will link us in loving meditation to 
Mary and help to re-christianize the home and the nation. 
When the Blessed Virgin appeared at Lourdes she confirmed 
the devotion of the Rosary. Eighteen times Mary appeared in 
the crevice of the rock whilst Bernadette recited the Rosary. 
Each of these times she appeared carrying a Rosary of dazzling 
beauty, and the white beads were seen to pass between the fin- 
gers of her virginal hands. In these eighteen apparitions she 
sought to impress on her children the value of the Rosary devo- 
tion and the need we have of it in these critical times. 


So, too, with penance. Repeatedly, she has asked for pen- 
ance, not in extraordinary things, but she wants us to bear the 
ordinary hardships of life—poverty, insecurity, the daily grind 
of work, physical sufferings, and the like—in the spirit of true 
followers of Christ, followers of her and her Divine Son on the 
Way of the Cross. The spirit of penance is needed to withdraw 
our hearts from inordinate attachment to creatures and clamp 
them firmly on God Himself. 


Finally, there is reparation. This also is easy to perform. 
We have but to unite ourselves daily in prayer and sacrifice with 
Mary’s Immaculate Heart. As we gather around the altar to 
offer the Eucharistic Sacrifice, we can unite our sacrifices with 
those of the Divine Victim in reparation for the many insults 
offered to God by sinful man. We can keep united throughout 
the day with the Holy Sacrifice as it is offered throughout the 
world, and by little ejaculations, often repeated, keep this in- 
tention always in our mind and heart. 

The year 1958 will be a year of singular importance in this 
Crusade of Prayer, Penance and Reparation. Pope Pius XII 
has announced that it will be a jubilee year to celebrate the 
hundredth anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin 
at Lourdes. The year will be officially observed from February 
11, 1958 to February 11, 1959. It is too early at the time this 
issue goes to press to set forth the spiritual favors that will be 
conceded during this jubilee year, but ecclesiastical sources have 
stated that these will be published before the end of the year. 
However, it is never out of time to pay homage to Mary as the 
Immaculate Conception, or as Our Lady of Lourdes, and the 
season of Advent, during which her feast occurs, is especially 
suited to a renewal of zealous efforts in carrying out the cam- 
paign of defense and attack outlined by her at. Lourdes. 
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In an Encyclical letter, issued on the feast of the Visitation, 
Pope Pius XII pleads in stirring words for a “collective effort 
of Christian renewal of society in answer to the appeal of Mary.” 
Gathered around the feet of the Virgin, each one “will first of 
all turn a searching look upon himself and seek to uproot from 
the conscience false judgments and selfish impulses, fearing the 
falsehood of a love of God which does not translate itself into 
effective love of brothers. Christians of every class and every 
nation will seek to meet one another in truth and in charity, and 
to banish misunderstanding and suspicion... Our predecessors 
and We ourselves have insistently stressed that the question of 
man’s social and political peace is above all a moral question; 
no reform can be fruitful, no agreement stable, without a change 
and purification of hearts. The Virgin of Lourdes, in this jubilee 
year, recalls this to all men.” Yes, the Holy Father is most 
hopeful that this year of jubilee, which is to honor Mary’s Im- 
maculate Conception, will have tremendous spiritual results in 
the increase of fervor among Catholics, in the return of “black 
sheep” to the Sacraments and to the Church, in the conversion 
of atheists, agnostics and worldly-minded persons. He knows 
that it is through the Mother that we go to the Heart of the Son. 








Rs Your Christmas 
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Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Lesson of Christmas 


HRISTMAS is not merely a drama of the dead past which 
the Church yearly presents on her stage. It is more than 
the mere commemoration of an historical event. It is the 
birth, here and now, of Jesus Christ, Man and God, who 

has within Himself the treasures of all life and joy. It is a new 
coming of Christ in the mystery of His Incarnation, that He 
may communicate Divine life, spiritual energy and vitality to 
His Church, to the members of His Mystical Body. The Church, 
in celebrating Christmas, appropriates the past in such a way 
that she is ever preparing the way for a never-ceasing birth of 
God in the hearts of men. But if it is true of the birth of Christ 
in history that “He came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not,” there is every danger that His coming at Christmas 
in grace will meet in many souls with a similar rejection. 

Why is this? Because souls are indifferent and proud. A 
veil of darkness settles over the minds of the indifferent and 
proud, and they cannot see, as do the humble, the splendors of 
the Almighty Godhead that lie hidden beneath the humble ap- 
pearances of the Child that comes to us at Christmas. Pride 
is deep-rooted in our fallen nature. It is the vice most difficult 
to remove. Even when it does not lead us into mortal sin, and 
when some degree of humility has been attained, the remains of 
pride, a secret pride, so hard to recognize in ourselves, so seldom 
acknowledged, and therefore so seldom made the subject of self- 
examination or of efforts. to amend, form a barrier to God’s 
graces, make Christian perfection an impossibility, and consti- 
tute a danger even to salvation. 

When God decreed to save the world, it was not just a 
matter of forgiveness and of atonement for sin. It was a matter 
of restoring man to the holiness and union with God which he 
had lost by pride, the root of every sin. The root-evil, then, 
to be eradicated was PRIDE. God saw but one remedy for this 
mortal disease of the human will—and the remedy was that He, 
even the Almighty, should humble Himself. So our salvation 
began with the humiliation of God, when He took human flesh 
and became man. 

HUMILITY, then, is the first and chief lesson of the Crib 
of Bethlehem.. There we see a helpless Child, dependent, weak, 
speechless, tiny; born naked and without possessions into a hard, 
cruel world; exposed to every sort of danger; subject to cold and 
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heat, hunger and thirst, pain and suffering. And the Child is 
the Infinite God “who emptied Himself.” The first lesson of 
Christmas, then, which we must get well into our minds and 
hearts is that humility makes us like God. Humility is the foun- 
dation of all holiness. We can never be holy without humility; 
and so far as we come short of real humility, we are wanting in 
true holiness. 

But what is humility? It is something too great to be en- 
closed in a definition, too profound to be expressed in a formula. 
We shall learn what it is by studying it in Jesus, and “catching 
it”—so to speak—from Him, and then practicing it in our own 
lives. But we may say this much, that humility is the recogni- 
tion and acknowledgment in practice that the grace of God is 
the principle of whatever we have that is worth the name, and 
that God is ALL, and we are nothing. 

At Sacred Heart 
Church in Pitts- 
burgh there is a 
Nativity statuary 
group that stands 
in a special niche 
the whole year 
through, year in 
and year out, as a 
reminder of Our 
Lord’s Incarna- 
tion and of this 
lesson of humil- 
ity. But Jesus 
Himself has left a memorial to perpetuate Bethlehem. It is the 
Blessed Sacrament. Just as easily does the Blessed Sacrament 
remind us of Christmas as It does of Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday. 

Blessed Peter Julian Eymard, in speaking of Christmas and 
the Blessed Sacrament, reminds us that the “Lamb of God,” 
who was offered on the Cross and is offered on the altar for our 
sins, was born, as lambs usually are, in a stable. In the stable 
of Bethlehem Jesus began the practice of the beautiful virtues 
characteristic of His Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. Here 
He was utterly obedient—the first sign of humility. He offered 
no resistance either to His Mother or any one else who ap- 
proached Him. And so is He obedient in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Jesus has never disobeyed His priests. He has never 
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disobeyed anyone, even the unworthy communicant or the sacri- 
legious desecrator of His tabernacles. 

The Holy Eucharist represents a step deeper still than the 
Incarnation in the degrees of humility. In Bethlehem, Our Lord 
drew a veil over His Godhead. In the Blessed Sacrament He 
draws the veil further, until it covers both the Godhead and the 
Humanity. 

The devil, the prince of liars, told our first parents that 
they would be “as gods” if they would eat of the forbidden fruit. 
In words of eternal truth, Jesus assures us that we become like 
Him, that is, “like God,” by receiving Him in Holy Communion. 
Our Lord shares His Divinity with us by communicating to us 
a greater degree of sanctifying grace. We are transformed and 
elevated and made like Him by Holy Communion. We enter 
deeper into the spirit of Our Lord’s humility, so as to become, 
like Him, “meek and humble of heart.” Holy Communion be- 
comes for us the Tree of Knowledge, the Tree of Divine Life. 
In Holy Communion Jesus purifies us of sin and pride, makes us 
sensitive to the least indication of the will of God, and gives 
the will to fulfil it. 

The Blessed Sacrament is “God with us,” our everlasting 
Christmas. Jesus is always there, waiting for our adoration, our 
love, eager to give Himself to our embrace. We can visit the 
Christmas Crib and address a prayer to the Infant represented 
there, but we can have the real Person in our heart and enjoy 
the embrace of Divine union with Him in fullest measure only 
through Holy Communion. So may we learn from celebrating 
the Christmas mystery that the grace of God, given to us in 
fullest measure in Holy Communion, is the source of all holiness 
and union with Him, and that it is only to the humble that God 
gives His grace. 
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Holy Pictures for Christmas 


These lovely holy pictures with prayers on reverse, 
in black and white, have been especially selected for your 
Christmas giving. They will add a personal touch to your 
gifts and cards, and will be a reminder both of your 
thoughtful affection and of your determination to keep 


Christ in Christmas. 50 for 50¢—100 for $1.00. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Mary sings—the ravished heavens 
Hush the music of their spheres; 
Soft her voice, her beauty fairer 
Than the glancing stars appears: 
While to Jesus slumbering nigh, 
Thus she sings her lullaby. 


Sleep, my Babe! my God! my Treasure! 
Gently sleep: but ah! the sight 
With its beauty so transports me, 
I am dying of delight: 
Thou canst not thy Mother see, 
Yet thou breathest flames to me. 


If within your lids unfolded, 
Slumbering eyes! you seem so fair; 

When upon my gaze you open, 
How shall I your beauty bear? 

Ah! I tremble when you wake, 

Lest my heart with love should break. 


Cheeks, than sweetest roses sweeter, 
Mouth, where lurks a smile divine— 

Though the kiss my Babe should waken, 
I must press those lips to mine. 

Pardon, Dearest, if I say, 

Mother's love will take no nay. 






St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
in one of his delightful 
Canticles, thus describes 
the sleep of the Infant 










Jesus, and the enraptured 


love of the Mother: 


As she ceased, the gentle Virgin 
Clasped the Infant to her breast, 

And upon His radiant forehead 
Many a loving kiss impressed: 

Jesus woke, and on her face 

Fixed a look of heavenly grace. 


Ah! that look, those eyes, that beauty, 
How they pierce the Mother's heart; 

Shafts of love from every feature 
Through her gentle bosom dart. 

Heart of stone! can I behold 

Mary's love, and still be cold? 


Where, my soul! thy sense, thy reason? 
When will these delays be o'er? 
All things else, how fair soever, 
Are but smoke—resist no more! 
Yes! ‘tis done! I yield my arms 
Captive to those double charms. 


If, alas, O heavenly beauty! 

Now so late those charms I learn, 
Now at least, and ever, ever, 

With thy love my heart will burn, 
For the Mother and the Child, 
Rose and Lily undefiled. 


Plant and fruit, and fruit and blossom, 
I am theirs, and they are mine: 
For no other prize I labor, 
For no other bliss I pine; 
Love can every pain requite, 
Love alone is full delight. 
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‘O Wonderful Exchange!” 


Christmas thoughts from Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B., 
whose cause for Beatification has been recently introduced. 


let us behold the Child lying upon the straw. What is He 

in the sight of the profane, in the sight of an inhabitant 

of the little city who might happen to come there after the 
Birth of Jesus? 

Only a new-born Babe to whom a woman of Nazareth had 
given birth; only a son of Adam like unto us, for His parents 
have Him inscribed upon the register of enrollment; the details 
of His genealogy can be followed. There He lies upon the straw, 
a weak Babe whose life is sustained by a little milk. .. But what 
does faith tell us on this subject? What revelation does it give 
us? To the eyes of faith, a life higher than the human life 
animates this Child: He possesses Divine life. 

Faith tells us that this Child is God’s own Son. He is the 
Word, the Second Person of the Adorable Trinity; He is the 
Son who receives Divine life from His Father, by an ineffable 
communication. He possesses the Divine nature, with all its 
infinite perfections. In the heavenly splendors, God begets this 
Son by an eternal generation. 

It is to this Divine Sonship in the bosom of the Father that 
our adoration turns first of all; it is this Sonship that we extol 
in the midnight Mass. At daybreak, the Holy Sacrifice will 
celebrate the Nativity of Christ according to the flesh, His birth, 
at Bethlehem, of the Virgin Mary; finally, the third Mass will 
be in honor of Christ’s coming into our souls. 

The Mass of the night, all enveloped with mystery, begins 
with these solemn words: “Dominus dixit ad me: Filius meus es 
tu, ego hodie genui te.” This cry that escapes from the soul of 
Christ united to the Person of the Word, reveals to earth for the 
first time that which the heavens hear from all eternity: “The 
day”’ is first of all the day of eternity, a day without dawn or 
decline. 

The Heavenly Father now contemplates His Incarnate Son. 
The Word, although made man, nevertheless remains God. Be- 
come the Son of man, He is still the Son of God. The first 
glance that falls upon Christ, the first love wherewith He is 
surrounded, is the glance, the love of His Father.. What con- 
templation and what love! Christ is the Only-begotten Son of 


| ET us transport ourselves to the stable-cave at Bethlehem; 
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the Father; therein lies His essential glory. He is equal to and 
“consubstantial with the Father, God of God, Light of Light... 
by whom all things were made,” “and without Him was made 
nothing that was made.” It is of this Son that these words 
were spoken: “Thou in the beginning, O Lord, didst found the 
earth, and the works of Thy hands are the heavens. They shall 
perish, but Thou shalt continue; and they shall all grow old as 
a garment; and as a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they 
shall be changed; but Thou art the selfsame, and Thy years shall 
not fail!” 

And this “Word was made Flesh.” Let us adore this Word 
become Incarnate for us. A God takes our humanity: conceived 
by the mysterious operation of the Holy Ghost in Mary’s womb, 
Christ is born of the most pure substance of the blood of the 
Virgin, and the life that He has from her makes Him like unto 
us! This is what faith tells us: this Child is the Incarnate Word 
of God; He is the Creator of the human race become man. If 
He needs a little milk to nourish Him, it is by His hand that the 
the birds of heaven are fed. 


Let us contemplate this Infant lying in the manger. His 
eyes are closed, He sleeps, He does not manifest outwardly what 
He is. In appearance, He is only like all other infants, and yet, 
being God, being the Eternal Word, He, at this moment, is 
judging the souls that appear before Him. “He lies upon straw, 
and as God, He sustains the universe and reigns in heaven.” 
This Child just beginning to grow is the Eternal whose Divine 
nature knows no change. He who is born in time is likewise He 
who is before all time; He who manifests Himself to the shep- 
herds of Bethlehem is He who, out of nothing, created the 
nations that, “are before Him as if they had no being at all” 
(Isa. 40:17). 

To the eyes of faith there are two lives in this Babe; two 
lives indissolubly united in an ineffable manner, for the human 
nature belongs to the Word in such wise that there is but a 
single Person, that of the Word, who sustains the human na- 
ture by His own Divine existence. Undoubtedly, this human 
nature is perfect: nothing of that which belongs to its essence is 
lacking to Him. This Babe has a soul like to ours; He has facul- 
ties:— intelligence, will, imagination, sensibility—like ours. He 
is truly one of our race whose existence will be revealed, 
during thirty-three years, as authentically human. Sin, alone, 
will be unknown to Him. Perfect in itself, this human nature 
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will keep its own activity, its native splendor. Between these 
two lives of Christ—the Divine, which He ever possesses by 
His eternal birth in the bosom of the Father; the human which 
He has begun to possess by His Incarnation in the bosom of a 
Virgin—there is neither mingling nor confusion. The Word, 
in becoming man, remains what He was; that which He was not, 
He has taken from our race; but the Divine in Him does not 
absorb the human, the human does not lessen the Divine. The 
union is such, as I have often said, that there is however but a 
single Person—the Divine Person,—and that the human nature 
belongs to the Word, is the Word’s own humanity. 


This then, if I may so express myself, is one of the acts of 
the contract. God takes our nature so as to unite it to Himself 
in a personal union. What is the other act? What is God going 
to give us in return? Not that He owes us anything. But as He 

- does all things with wisdom, He could not take upon Himself 
our nature without a motive worthy of Him. 


What the Word Incarnate gives in return to humanity is an ' 
incomprehensible gift; it is a participation, real and intimate, in 
His Divine Nature. In exchange for the humanity which He 
takes, the Incarnate Word gives us a share in His Divinity; He 
makes us partakers of His Divine Nature. And thus is accom- 
plished the most wonderful exchange which could be made. 
Doubtless, as you know, this participation had already been of- 
fered and given, from the creation, to Adam, the first man. The 
gift of grace, with all its splendid train of privileges, made Adam 
like to God. But the sin of the first man, the head of the human 
race, destroyed and rendered this ineffable participation impos- 
sible on the part of the creature. 

It is to restore this participation that the Word became 
Incarnate; it is to reopen to us the way to heaven that God is 
made man. For this Child, being God’s own Son, has Divine 
life, like His Father, with His Father. In this Child “dwelleth 
all the fulness of the Godhead corporeally” (Col. 2:9); in Him 
are laid up all the treasures of the Divinity. But He does not 
possess them for Himself alone. He infinitely desires to com- 
municate to us the Divine life that He Himself is. It is for this 
that He comes. It is for us that a Child is born; it is to us that 
a Son is given. In making us share in His condition of Son, He 
will make us children of God. “When the fulness of time was 
come, God sent His Son, made of a woman,... that we might 
receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4,5). What Christ is by 
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nature, that is to say, the Son of God, we are to be by grace; the 
Incarnate Word, the Son of God made man is to become the 
author of our Divine generation. So that, although He be the 
Only-begotten Son, He will become the First-born of many 
brethren. 


Such are the two acts of the wonderful “bargain” that God 
makes with us: He takes our nature in order to communicate 
to us His Divinity; He takes a human life so as to make us par- 
takers of His Divine life: He is made man so as to make us gods. 
And His human Birth becomes the means of our birth to the 
Divine life. In us likewise there will be henceforth two lives. 
The one, natural, which we have by our birth according to the 
flesh, but which, in God’s sight, is not only without merit but, 
before baptism, is stained in consequence of original sin; which 
makes us enemies of God, worthy of His wrath; we are born 
“filii irae” (Eph. 2:3); the other life, supernatural, infinitely 
above the rights and exigencies of our nature. It is this life 
that God communicates to us by His grace, since the Incarnate 
Word merited it for us. God begets us to this life by His Word 
and the infusion of His Spirit, in the baptismal font; it is a new 
life that is superadded to our natural life, surpassing and crown- 
ing it. It makes us children of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus 
Christ, worthy of one day partaking of His beatitude and glory. 


Of these two lives, in us as in Christ, it is the Divine that 
ought to dominate, although in the Child Christ it is not as yet 
manifested, and in us it remains ever veiled under the outward 
appearance of our ordinary existence. It is the Divine life of 
grace that ought to rule and govern, and make agreeable to Our 
Lord, all our natural activity, thus deified in its root. Oh! if 
the contemplation of the Birth of Jesus and participation in 
this mystery by the reception of the Bread of Life would bring 
us to free ourselves, once and for all, from everything that de- 
stroys and lessens the Divine life within us; from sin, wherefrom 
Christ comes to deliver us; from all infidelity and all attachment 
to creatures; from the irregulated care for passing things; from 
the trifling preoccupations of our vain self-love!... If we could 
thus be brought to give ourselves entirely to God, according to 
the promises of our baptism when we were born to the Divine 
life; to yield ourselves up to the accomplishment of His will and 
good pleasure, as did the Incarnate Word in entering into this 
world; to abound in those good works which make us pleasing 
to God! 
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Then the Divine life brought to us by Jesus would meet 
with no more obstacles and would freely expand for the glory of 
our Heavenly Father; then “we who are bathed in the new light 
of the Incarnate Word should show forth in. our deeds what by 
faith shineth in our minds”; then, “our offerings would befit the 
mysteries of this day’s Nativity.” 

—From “Christ in His Mysteries,” ch. 7. 





Spiritual Vitamin 
for December 

I adore Thee, 
Incarnate Word, 
true Son of God 
from all eternity, 
and true son of 
the Virgin Mary 
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Saint Joseph Salvage Center 


CAMPAIGNERS FOR CHRIST THE KING operate this center for 
the dedicated purpose of helping those in need and in order to raise 
badly needed funds for the operation of other C. C.K. projects. 

We can use old clothes in good condition (men’s, women’s, or chil- 
dren’s), shoes, old trinkets, religious articles, secular and Catholic 
books, tools, household articles, etc. 


Regnum Christi House 
708 East Sixth Street 
New York 9, New York 





PATHWAYS TO PEACE — Peace is THE gift par excellence which 
Christ brought to the world; not that false brand that is forever sought 
and never attained by the worldly-minded, but the true peace which 
Christ alone can give and which no one can take from you, once you 
possess it. This inspiring booklet points out the three surest and short- 
est paths to this much-desired state of soul. Good for everybody, but 
especially for worried and anxious souls. 15¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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In Mary's Footsteps 


God.” The Mother and Model of every religious voca- 

tion is Mary. Long years ago, when the Angel Gabriel 

uttered this Divine message, the Virgin of Nazareth 
heard and heeded the call of God, and with her whole heart and 
soul responded: “Be it done unto me according to Thy word.” 
Nine months later, “when all things were in quiet silence and 
the night was in the midst of its course,” Mary gave Jesus to the 
world. Her first mission had been fulfilled. 


The religious life, an intimate sharing of the sublime voca- 
tion of God’s holy Mother, is patterned closely after that of 
Mary, and each Bride of Christ finds courage and confidence in 
studying and imitating her Heavenly Mother. The first call 
from God is usually but a gentle whisper, heard in the silence of 
prayer. If the heart generously responds with a loving “fiat,” 
the seed of a vocation is sown. Entrance into her new way of 
life finds the young soul leaving home and loved ones, following 
in the footsteps of the Virgin of Nazareth who long ago hastened 
over the hill country, away from the home so dear to her, in 
order to bring Jesus and her own loving service to other hearts. 
The first months or years as a postulant and a novice find the 
young religious singing her Mother’s Magnificat of gratitude, as 
she comes to understand that by this great grace, “He that is 
mighty has done great things to her.” 


Finally, in the quiet silence of the Eucharistic presence, 
when the days of preparation and training have been fulfilled, 
her vocation is born, and she kneels in spirit beside her Virgin 
Mother, offering to God her profession of vows. The angelic 
strains of the “Gloria in excelsis Deo” find echo in her soul, for 
“Glory to God in the highest” has become the very purpose of 
her life. With Mary she must in spirit nourish the Child, care for 
His every need and offer the Savior to the longing hearts that 
await Him. Through her life of prayer and sacrifice, she will 
follow her Mother and Model, loving Jesus, her All, and loving 
all men in Jesus, thus becoming their spiritual Mother, as she, 
too, receives the command of the dying Christ, “Woman, behold 
thy son.” 

This Christmas, as we draw near to Bethlehem, a bright 
Light will lead us to the new-born Child. This Star is Mary; 


1) O NOT be afraid, Mary, for you have found grace with 
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the Child is her gift to us, her needy children. In Him, in His 
Light and in His Love, souls who seek His will will find their 
answer. The Magi of- 
fered Him gif ts—gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, 
but the Child longs for 
more. He longs for the 
gift of generous hearts, 
which these gifts signify. 
He longs for other Marys, 
for souls adorned with 
the gold of love, aglow 
with the frankincense of 
prayer and enriched with 
the myrrh of suffering 
and sacrifice. In a word, 
Jesus longs for a gener- 
ous response to His priceless gift of a religious vocation. 





Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 30) interested in 
the vocation of a Benedictine Eucharistic Adorer will be sent 
literature upon request. Write to: — 


Reverend Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


From Our Convent Chronicle 


HE beautiful ceremony of profession of holy vows was again 
performed in our Chapel on the feast of the Benedictine 
Martyr, St. Placid, October 5, when five Novices pronounced 
their first temporary vows for one year, and five Sisters made 
perpetual vows. The five Novices who had successfully com- 
pleted their two-year Novitiate were: Mary Josephine Grant, 
of Scammon, Kansas, who became Sister M. Josetta; Ruth 
Sanders, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, now Sister M. Monica; Petrita 
Martinez, Truchas, New Mexico, Sister M. Rosario; Lenora 
Frances Buch, Harlan, Iowa, Sister M. Placid; and Mary Ruth 
Threinen, San Diego, California, Sister M. Paul. 

The Sisters privileged to bind themselves by perpetual vows 
after their seven years of probation were the following: Sister 
M. Nicola Lauer, Detroit, Michigan; Sister M. Anita Valdez, 
La Jara, Colorado; Sister M. Materna Drew, Waukegan, Illinois; 
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Sister M. Benita Leutkemeyer, Freeburg, Missouri; and Sister 
M. Clarita Downey, Kansas City, Missouri. Nine states and 
ten dioceses were represented in the group. 

In the evening of October 12, the Divine Bridegroom called 
to eternity the soul of our Sister M. Joseph Hospod, in the 73d 
year of her age. Sister had been awaiting this call with ardent 
longing for about six months, after it was learned she had an 
incurable ailment. She edified all by her patience in suffering 
and her perfect conformity to God’s holy will. It seemed fitting 
for her to be called to her eternal reward in the month of the 
Holy Rosary and on a Saturday, since she was greatly devoted 
both to Our Blessed Mother and to the Rosary, which she 
prayed many times every day. May we commend her soul to 
your fervent prayers? 


Nation-Wide Contest for Youth 


HE National Center of the Enthronement in Washington, 
D.C., in collaboration with the Catechetical Guild in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, is sponsoring a nation-wide contest for Catho- 
lic youth, to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of the Enthrone- 
ment. Its theme is>- THE ENTHRONEMENT OF THE 
SACRED HEART. Its purpose: To promote the honor and 
glory of the Sacred Heart and to acquaint American youth and 
their parents and families with the Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart in the Home. It extends from October 17, 1957 (feast of 
St. Margaret Mary) to March 1, 1958.* 


This contest will be in the field of the ARTS AND 
CRAFTS, and entries may be made in any of the nine following 
categories: 1. Painting. 2. Designing. 3. Figure drawing. 4. 
Needle-craft. 5. Photography. 6. Model-craft. 7. Whittling. 
8. Metal-craft. 9. Woodwork. 


There will be two sets of contestants, and prizes will be 
awarded in each set: 1. STUDENTS from 13 to 19, in parochial 
or public schools. 2. SEMINARIANS, both major and minor, 
without age limit. 

The contest is limited to GROUPS: schools, parish groups, 





*As information concerning the contest was not available to us until mid- 
October, shortly before this issue went to press, it was not possible for us to 
announce it earlier. : 
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youth clubs, etc. The best entry in each group, in any or all of 
the arts and crafts, will be judged locally, and the winners will 
be eligible for the national judging. This will take place during 
March, 1958. Winners will be announced by the National Center 
of the Enthronement in May, 1958. 


Wonderful Prizes! 


The prizes to be awarded to the winners in this contest will 
be very valuable and worthwhile, but as plans were changed 
the last minute, we were unable to list them in this issue. How- 
ever, we can assure prospective contestants that they will be 
well worth striving for. A list will be available from the Cate- 
chetical Guild at the above address by the time this issue reaches 
you, and will be given to those who apply for kits and other 
information. We will also list them in our January issue. 


Source Material 


To familiarize those who take part in the contest with the 
teachings of the Church regarding the Sacred Heart and with 
the Enthronement, it is recommended that they read: The En- 
cyclical of Pope Pius XII on the Sacred Heart, a special edition 
of which is being published for the contest by the Catechetical 
Guild; “Jesus, the King of Love,” by Father Mateo, SS.CC., 
Founder of the Enthronement; and “The Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart,” by Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., National Di- 
rector of the Enthronement. 


Contest Kits and complete information may be procured from: 


Contest Department 

Catechetical Guild Educational Society 
260 Summit Avenue 

St. Paul 2, Minnesota. 


May we specially call your attention to the fact that ap- 
plication for kits and information is to be made to the above 
address—and not to our Benedictine Convent at Clyde, as we 
are not equipped to furnish either. 


Here is a truly wonderful opportunity for young Catholic 
boys and girls to try out their skill in a worthwhile educational 
and devotional contest that offers marvelous prizes as a reward 
for their efforts. So get started right away! 
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Purgatory, the Kingdom of Peace 


dark night of longing hearts a ray of light is seen, and 

Mary, the brilliant dawn heralding the eternal Sun, con- 

ceives the Desired of all nations, the Emmanuel. Mary’s 
humble fiat, spoken with all the loving surrender of her Immacu- 
late Heart, opened the portals of heaven, and silently, imper- 
ceptibly, the dew of God’s grace began its steady fall upon the 
parched earth. In the chaste womb of Mary, the elect of all 
God’s creatures, the Mystical Body of Christ was being formed 
together with its Divine Head, Christ our Lord. 

Mary loves each one of Christ’s mystical members with the 
same maternal tenderness that she bestowed upon Christ Him- 
self. Her Divine Maternity reaches out to embrace the count- 
less souls redeemed by the Precious Blood of her Son, and with 
unbounded charity and compassion for our weakness, Mary ful- 
fils her role as Mother of the Mystical Body of Christ. 


The plaintive cry of longing that once echoed in the dark- 
ness of the first long Advent which preceded Christ’s birth in 
history at Bethlehem re-echoes today, not only upon earth, 
where we await His re-birth in mystery upon the Altar in the 
holy Sacrifice of the Mass—and in a special way at Christmas— 
but also in the darkness of purgatory, where longing, suffering 
souls wait His coming in glory. In this ante-chamber of heaven 
there reigns a deep peace, for, in the long night of purification, 
these future saints of heaven live in expectant hope, knowing 
that Mary, the Queen of Purgatory, awaits their re-birth in 
God’s kingdom on the eternal Christmas morn. 


In the sacred hush of that first Christmas night when Christ 
our Savior was born in Bethlehem, the hosts of angels came to 
announce the precious gift this Divine Child had brought with 
Him for all men of good will. That treasure was His peace. 
Jesus was Incarnate Love and Mercy, and all those receiving 
Him would come to know His gift—that Divine peace which 
surpasses all understanding. Purgatory, the kingdom of God’s 
mercy, is also the kingdom of peace, and earth will never ex- 
perience the depths of peace possessed by the souls detained 
there. To belong to God, to know that salvation is assured, that 
Christ awaits them: this is the happy lot of these blessed souls, 
and just as no earthly pain of longing can compare with that 


i HE season of Advent is a season of expectancy. In the 
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which they must endure, neither can earth offer the peace which 
these future members of Christ’s kingdom possess. 

The peace which the souls in purgatory experience is three- 
fold: — 


1. They are at peace with God. God no longer sees in them 
any stain which would offend His eyes or His perfect purity. He 
delights in each one of them. He loves them as His own chil- 
dren with a boundless and everlasting love; His justice alone 
keeps His goodness from admitting them immediately to heaven. 
The charity of the suffering souls is perfect, they are confirmed 
in grace and can no longer sin. All this contributes to their 
peace and joy in the midst of the darkness in which God still 
hides His Face from them. 


2. They are at peace with other souls. The purest and greatest 
love unites them to each other; their perfect charity has done 
away with all selfishness. They suffer for one another at the 
sight of the great sufferings of all so worthily borne. They are 
not jealous of consolation, of the relief and release accorded to 
one of their number, but rejoice as if it were a personal favor. 
“Charity envieth not... seeketh not her own” (1 Cor. 13:4,6). 
Each soul seems to forget itself and looks upon its own suffering 
as nothing, to think only of that of others. 


3. The suffering souls are at peace with themselves. They see 
themselves as they are, spotless, free from every stain or guilt. 
No remembrance of their past comes to them which would in the 
least degree distract them from belonging entirely to God and 
to His holy will. They can no longer sin. They are certain to 
go to God one day. No shadow of doubt or fear can alter the 
serenity of their peace. They love God and all He desires with 
a pure and disinterested love that prevents their thinking of 
themselves. They take up their cross, “their own,” according 
to the precept of the Lord, without asking that it may be lighter, 
that it may weigh less heavily on their bruised shoulders. They 
seek the honor of God and not their own interest. They are in 
the hands of God, they give themselves up to Him and have no 
other thought—God may do what He likes with them. 


Thus we see that the heavenly peace which came down 
upon our earth that first Christmas night, when the God of 
Peace took human flesh and dwelt among us, reigns in the king- 
dom of God’s mercy, purgatory, in a very special way. These 
souls are the “men of good will” who have proved their fidelity 
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to Christ and who are very close to the kingdom of everlasting 
peace, where suffering, darkness and longing are no more. 
Nevertheless, they are as yet in a state of acute suffering and 
depend upon our help for their release. During the four weeks 
of Advent, which are but a faint image of the advent endured 
by the suffering souls, let us often turn our thoughts and prayers 
to our beloved departed and beseech God to lead them to the 
light of the eternal Christmas day. And let us commend them 
to the loving care of their heavenly Mother, praying her to be 
their sweet comfort in their exile, and to hasten the day when 
they may reign in glory with Christ, her Divine Son. 


A Grace-full Christmas 


RS. Wentworth was bored. Tossing the paper aside, she 
strolled to the window and gazed idly at the swirling 
snow. “Ideal for Christmas,” she thought, then shrug- 
ged her shoulder irritably. What did Christmas mean to 

her now? What was it but an accumulation of unwanted gifts 
and gaudy greeting cards which soon found their way into the 
waste-paper basket? It used to be different. When Jeffrey was 
alive, Christmas had been a time of gaiety and shared joy; but 
her husband had been dead for more than fifteen years now, and 
those days were a bitter-sweet memory she preferred to ignore. 
Turning from the window, she looked for a moment at the 
painting on the opposite wall. It was a famous one—a Madonna 
and Child, luminous against the dark background of a barely- 
outlined stable. “Would You be any better off if You came back 
this Christmas?” her heart asked the Child of Bethlehem bit- 
terly. “Would there be room in the inn today? You seem 
farther away than ever!” The Child in the picture did not an- 
swer, but His great dark eyes rested compassionately on her. 
Mrs. Wentworth looked away; she did not like to admit it, but 
that picture troubled her. The Child seemed to be asking for 
something she had never been able to give. If Jeffrey had not 
died, or if the child born to them in the first years of their mar- 
riage had lived, it might have been otherwise, but both were gone 
and she was alone...a middle-aged, lonely woman, with more 
money than was good for her... The telephone rang sharply, 
bringing a welcome interruption to her unhappy musings. 
“Margaret, promise you'll help me,” a voice began as soon 
as she picked up the receiver. Mrs. Wentworth smiled; one 
couldn’t help smiling at Nancy, gay, warm-hearted Nancy, with 
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her laughing ways. “What can I do?” was all she managed to 
say before the story came tumbling out: “It’s Father Halloran, 
Margaret; he’s asked several of us to take one of the older chil- 
dren from the Orphanage into our homes for Christmas. He says 
people always want the babies and the older children are left out 
and he wanted to give them a special treat this year. So, of 
course, I promised to take one, but now Betty’s just arrived home 
from college and brought a friend with her, without saying a 
word, and we’ve no more room. I can’t bear to disappoint the 
little girl from the orphanage. Father Halloran has given me her 
name and everything. So I thought of you with that big place... 
You will take her, won’t you! It’ll just be for two days. Her 
name is Anne Delaney and she’s twelve years old. Father Hal- 
loran will bring her to you just before supper tonight. I know 
you'll get along fine with her! Merry Christmas, dear!” Before 
Mrs. Wentworth could say a word, she had hung up. 


Exasperated, Mrs. Wentworth thought of calling Father 
Halloran to refuse, but she couldn’t embarrass Nancy like that 
and probably upset all the priest’s plans at the last minute. 
Still, what in the world would she do with a little orphan for 
three days? What did one do with children anyway? She could- 
n’t remember. Well, a bed would have to be made ready and the 
cook notified. “I hope this child likes to read,” she thought 
rather grimly to herself, looking at the crowded shelves of the 
library she had accumulated over the years, “or, heavens, will 
she want to play with dolls?” The cook’s amazed face at the 
news of their unexpected guest added to her discomfort, and it 
was not exactly with eagerness that she awaited the ringing of 
the door-bell. 

Promptly at 5.30 the little girl arrived. Anne Delaney was 
not pretty—at least not according to the traditional standard of 
golden hair, blue eyes and rosy cheeks. Her hair was brown and 
straight, her face pale and rather thin, her eyes grey and her 
clothing hung awkwardly. “Growing too fast for the orphanage 
wardrobe,” thought Mrs. Wentworth, “and those dreadful 
shoes!” The child smiled shyly at the grey-haired woman, and 
the smile was a revelation. It brought light and color into her 
face, revealing the candor of the large eyes. Mrs. Wentworth 
smiled back a little stiffly: “So you are Anne! I am happy to 
welcome my Christmas guest.” “I hope I am not causing you 
any trouble,” the girl replied, adding eagerly: “I don’t need 
much room and I’ll be glad to help with the cooking and clean- 
ing.” 

The thought of the cook’s face at this offer of help brought 
a smile of genuine amusement to the woman’s eyes: “We have 
plenty of room, my dear,” she answered, “but I hope you won’t 
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be bored; we are not very lively here.” Gazing at the books and 
paintings, Anne said breathlessly: “Oh, no, how could I be 
bored? Would, would it be all right for me to look at the books 
—I won’t touch them,” she added hastily. Something stirred in 
Mrs. Wentworth. Almost without realizing it, she put one arm 
around the girl’s thin shoulders. “You may look at any book 
you like, Anne, and take it and read it, too. Now, come, I'll 
show you where to put your things. It’s almost time for dinner.” 
When she led her into the bedroom prepared for her, the girl 
glanced about with something like awe. “Do I sleep here alone?” 
she asked timidly. “Why, yes,” said the other surprised, “isn’t 
that all right?” Anne touched the silk bedspread gently and 
carefully placed her cheap suit case on the rug. “I’ve never had 
a room all to myself,” she said finally, “this is the prettiest one 
I’ve ever seen.” Mrs. Wentworth found she had to clear her 
throat before answering. “I’m glad you like it. Now, we'd 
better go to dinner. Deborah, our cook, doesn’t like it when 
we're late.” 

Watching the girl’s obvious enjoyment of the meal increased 
Mrs. Wentworth’s own appetite. At its finish, Anne stacked her 
dishes carefully, ready to take them to the kitchen. “You need 
not do that,” Mrs. Wentworth began, but realizing that the child 
wanted to be helpful, stopped, and allowed her to carry them to 
the waiting Deborah. Soon Anne was back; one of the cook’s 
large aprons tied around her. “She says I may help wash the 
dishes, if it’s all right with you?” It was Mrs. Wentworth’s 
turn to look amazed. ‘Why, yes, if Deborah will let you help; 
she usually doesn’t want anyone around...” Her amazement 
increased when Anne returned with the news that Deborah had 
said she might help her make some Christmas cookies in the 
morning. Later, after Anne had gone to bed, the cook herself 
appeared: “That’s a real nice little girl,” she announced, “but 
she needs fattening up—lI’m going to put cream in her milk and 
make her some egg-nog!” 


The next day, Christmas Eve, Anne was up aa ‘What 
will I do with her all day long?” thought Mrs. Wentworth with 
some dismay. But she need not have worried. Anne was quite 
busy. She helped Mildred with the dusting, made Christmas 
cookies with Deborah, and before dinner, disappeared on some 
mysterious errand of her own. Later she showed her hostess 
two handkerchiefs edged with coarse “real” lace. “Father Hal- 
loran gave me some money,” she confided shyly, “and I wanted 
to say thank-you to Deborah and Mildred for being so nice to 
me.” “Probably the only spending-money she’s had,” thought 
Mrs. Wentworth to herself, “and spending it all on them.” 

“What would you like for Christmas, Anne?” she found 
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herself asking suddenly. What did the child want—dolls, candy, 
clothes? With flushed cheeks, Anne answered: “Oh, Mrs. 
Wentworth! My Christmas present is just being here!” “But, 
wouldn’t you like something?” the other persisted. “Well, if it 
isn’t asking too much—would we be able—could we go to Mid- 
night Mass? I’ve never been to one—just in the morning, and 
I’d love to go to Midnight Mass just once!” Mrs. Wentworth 
felt rather in need of a handkerchief herself just then, but all 
she said was: “I think that could be arranged.” 

Later in the afternoon, she set out to do some shopping. 
Usually this meant writing a check in three figures for various 
charitable organizations and having one of the store buyers select 
gifts for her friends. But this was different,—personal. She 
knew just what she wanted for Anne. A dress, something in a 
warm gold tone to bring ont her hair and eyes, a well-fitted 
coat and shoes—“suede,” she thought with satisfaction, “and no 
laces!”’ Returning several hours later, laden with packages, she 
greeted a surprised Mildred cheerfully. “A Christmas tree, a 
large one, will be delivered soon. Take that little imitation one 
off the table, please; it’s no sort of a tree for a child. And bring 
down the crib we have packed away in the attic. Anne will help 
you set it up—I have some wrapping to do!” 

That crib had not been unwrapped since Jeffrey’s death, but 
Mrs. Wentworth found she could look at it now without un- 
happy memories. She was seeing it through Anne’s eyes. It 
was the same at Midnight Mass—through the girl’s wide eyes, 
she saw the great altar with its myriads of glittering candles, the 
scarlet blaze of poinsettia, the tall Christmas trees with their 
many colored lights. As if awaking from a dream, she listened 
to the full choir of trained voices. And when the sweet-toned 
chiming of bells announced the moment of Consecration, she 
buried her face in her hands. The ice which had so long encased 
her heart was melting; the piercing reality of the Sacrifice being 
offered for her on the altar was all that mattered. Here was 
peace; here was strength and joy. 

Walking back with Anne, she was planning: “Tomorrow 
I’ll ask Nancy to bring some of Maureen’s young friends over. 
We'll have a party. Deborah can make something special. And 
the next day, I’ll take Anne to the ski-lodge; she should get 
more outdoor exercise.” A sudden thought stopped her. The 
next day Anne would not be with her—she would have returned 
to the orphanage. The mere idea made her feel chilled and old. 
Then she felt Anne’s hand slip into hers: “I offered Mass and 
Holy Communion for you,” the girl told her softly: “Father 
Halloran said that is the best Gift of all—and I wanted you to 
have the very best I could give.” Making no effort to hide her 
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tears, Mrs. Wentworth held the small hand gently: “Anne means 
grace, my dear,” she said, “and you have been grace indeed for 
me this Christmas. Tomorrow I’m going to ask Father Halloran 
for a Christmas present,—I think he’ll get it for me!” When 
Anne had gone happily to bed, Mrs. Wentworth looked again at 
the painting of the Madonna and Child. “I know what You’ve 
been asking for,” she told Him, “Anne has helped me to see. 
If You let her stay with me, I’ll try to give You what You came 
to earth to find, dear Child—love!—love for You in the poor and 
homeless and destitute little ones for whom the world has so 
little room in its heart!” 


Preparation for Holy Communion 


ARDINAL Bona asks how it happens that so many souls 

after so many Communions make such little advancement 
in the ways of God. And he answers: “The fault is not in the 
Food, but in the dispositions of those who receive it.” There is 
nothing wanting in the Holy Communion, but preparation is 
wanting on the part of those who receive it. The fire immedi- 
ately burns dry wood, but not green wood, because it is not fit 
for burning. The saints derived great advantage from Holy 
Communion because they were most careful in preparing them- 
selves for it. There are two things which we should endeavor 
to acquire in preparing ourselves for Holy Communion. The 
first is detachment from creatures, by banishing from our hearts 
everything that is not of God and for God. Although the soul 
is in the state of grace, yet if the heart be taken up by any 
earthly affection, the less room there will be for Divine love. 

One day St. Gertrude asked Our Lord what preparation He 
required of her for Holy Communion, and Jesus answered: “I 
require no other of thee but that thou come to receive Me devoid 
of thyself.” 

The second thing we should endeavor to acquire, in order 
to be prepared to reap great fruit from Holy Communion, is a 
desire to receive Jesus with a view to love Him much more for 
the future. Gerson says that at this Banquet only those are 
filled who feel great hunger. Hence St. Francis of Sales writes 
that the principal intention of the soul in communicating should 
be to advance in the love of God. “He,” says the saint, “should 
be received for love, who for love alone gives Himself to us.” 
On one occasion Our Lord Himself said to St. Mechtilde: 
“When thou art about to communicate, desire all the love that 
any soul ever had for Me, and I will receive thy love as though it 
were what thou wouldst have it to be.” 
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Little Lovers’ League 


HOLY and merry Christmas to each of our dear Little 
Lovers! May the Christ Child find in your hearts this 
year the gift He wants most of all—love, and may He 
give you in return the best Gift of all—Himself, as He 
comes to you in Holy Communion. Eager, ready hearts and eyes 
quick to find Him in other people, these are the gifts that please 
the little Prince of Peace, as you may see in the Christmas 
story that follows. 

PRACTICE: Recite three Hail Marys daily during Advent to pre- 
pare your hearts to receive Jesus with special devotion this Christmas. 


ASPIRATION: Jesus, Friend of little children, bless the chil- 
dren of all the world! 





A Christmas Legend 


T WAS Christmas Eve, and the old convent on the hill 
bustled with excitement. For this was the “Christmas of 
the Smile.” This was the long-awaited year when the convent’s 
rare treasure—a painting of the Blessed Mother holding her 
Divine Child, which hung over the altar in a side chapel—would 
come to life. It happened only once every fifty years and al- 
ways on Christmas Eve, as the nuns filed past the side altar on 
their way to Midnight Mass. Then, just for a moment the small 
Jesus, whose expression was usually rather sad, would turn in 
His Mother’s arms and smile at the one who pleased Him most. 
Once, the older Sisters would tell the younger, He had smiled 
at a saintly Superior; once it had been at a young nurse, whose 
devotion to the sick and aged Sisters was still remembered. 
Another time the Divine Child had looked lovingly on an old 
Jubilarian hobbling into chapel with the help of two canes. So 
the story was passed on from generation to generation. Of 
course, who would dare to hope that the Christ Child would 
smile at her, but still you never knew... 
The only one who did not seem to share the growing ex- 
citement was Sister Kathleen. When she noticed the increased 
fervor among the Novices, she just smiled: “Bless their hearts; 
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how could He help but love them!” and went on with her work. 
There were few idle moments for Sister Kathleen: she did the 
mending for the other Sisters, cleaned most of the halls, and if 
there was any time left over, helped peel the potatoes. “But, 
Sister dear,” she answered one of the younger nuns who thought 
she ought to be more excited: “what would the Christ Child be 
smiling at me for? Sure, I don’t do anything. Now if I were 
Mother Superior with all her worries and the lot of us bothering 
her the whole day long, or good Sister Celsus with her aching 
back, or Sister Lucia, a living saint, if there ever was one, He 
might smile; but what would He find to smile at in poor Sister 
Kathleen?” And that afternoon when she was helping the Sis- 
ter Sacristan hang the beautiful dark green wreaths on the 
chapel pillars, she looked lovingly at the Tabernacle: “It’s not 
that I wouldn’t like You to smile at me, Jesus dear, but just 
that I don’t deserve any such thing. If you’ll just come to my 
heart at Mass tonight and let me love You a little more and 
make me better, I’ll be satisfied! When I get to heaven with 
the help of Your sweet Mother, ’tis then I’ll be looking for Your 
smile.” And off she went to help Sister Basilda with the dress- 
ing for the turkey. 

That evening as the deep-toned bells announced that the 
Birth of the Savior was very near, the nuns gathered in the 
chapel-hall, ready to enter in procession when the signal was 
given. Last in line and hurriedly adjusting her best veil was 
Sister Kathleen, who had stayed to help Sister Clemency serve 
a poor man a good meal. 


Two by two the Sisters filed in, pausing for a minute to 
bow reverently before the picture as they passed. A quarter of 
the procession had passed in this way, then a half, and still the 
Infant had not smiled. Alarm began to grow in all their hearts 
—would there be no smile this Christmas? At the very end of 
the line, behind the youngest Novice, came Sister Kathleen. 
She bowed in-her turn, but scarcely paused. Then it happened: 
the Child turned till He was looking straight at her and smiled 
radiantly, merrily as one does at an old friend. Dazed and 
trembling, Sister Kathleen walked to her accustomed place, 
hardly daring to look up. 

The astonishment was still in her eyes as the nuns left the 
chapel after Midnight Mass. Passing her in the hall, Mother 
Superior also smiled. Looking at the great Crucifix on the wall, 
she thought to herself: “Why wouldn’t You smile at her? Didn’t 
You tell us Yourself that You came to serve, not to be served? 
Sister Kathleen’s life is all service—she finds You everywhere, 
in everybody. May the rest of us learn from her what another 
friend of Yours meant when he said: ‘LOVE SERVES’.” 
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Driaw Near to Jesus and He 
Will Draw Near to You 


Besides the booklets listed on the out- 
side cover, the following will help you to 
spend Advent and Christmastide in close 


union with our Blessed Lord. 








CONFESSION: ITS FRUITFUL PRACTICE — The first requisite for close 
union with Christ is purity of soul, to be attained through a good confession. 
Let this booklet help you to make confession a joy and a way to true interior 
peace instead of the ordeal it can become if not properly understood. 


COMMUNICATE FREQUENTLY AND DEVOUTLY and NOVENA OF 
COMMU NIONS — The new regulations for fasting make it possible for many 
more to enjoy the privilege of frequent and even daily Communion. To in- 
crease your understanding and your fervor for this priceless Gift, read the 
first, and use the prayers in the second of these booklets, which are in the 
form of loving conversations with Jesus. (Each, 15¢.) 


MY DAILY COMPANION AT MASS — Just the booklet you will want, to 
slip into your pocket or purse, as you set out for that daily Mass you intend 
to include in your Advent preparation for Christmas! 


YOUR MASS AND YOU — But in order to gain the best possible benefits 
from your Mass, it is important for you to know how to doit. This booklet 
will give you a new and better understanding of your share in the process. 


FOUNT OF ETERNAL YOUTH — Have you ever stopped to think what a 
wonderful grace was given to you at your Baptism? It was Baptism that 
made you a child of God and an heir of heaven, and a member of the Church 
through which all graces and blessings come to you. This booklet will help 
you to cherish still more the precious treasure of your Baptism. 


LIVE YOUR FAITH — A challenge to a courageous and faithful living of the 
Faith that is yours in virtue of your Baptism. Will strengthen your de- 
termination to be a true soldier of Christ. 32 pages, 10¢. 


FROM EARTH TO HEAVEN — To achieve success in any venture, you need 
a carefully developed plan to follow. Here, in brief appealing form, is a 
pattern by which you can form your life so as to make it ready for heaven. 


DEVOTION TO THE HOLY SPIRIT — The Holy Spirit is the prime mover 
in the whole work of our sanctification. Without His help we cannot take 
a single step upward or forward. You will be prudent in a high degree if 
you cultivate a fervent, loving devotion to Him. (And in preparing for 
Christmas, let us not forget that it was the Holy Spirit who operated the 
miracle of the Incarnation in the Virgin Mother.) 


Each booklet 15¢, unless otherwise marked. Reduction for 50 or more. 
Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Guide for December Reading and Devotions 


Little Devotions to the Infant Jesus -— A series of little ‘‘heart-to-heart” 
talks with the Divine Infant, very suitable both as preparation for Christmas 
and for after-Christmas devotions, especially for visits to the crib and to 
the Blessed Sacrament. (Also available in German.) 


Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague — An all-year-round form of de- 
votion to the Infant Jesus, which, judging from the many wonderful favors 
received, is very pleasing to His Divine Heart. Besides Novenas and other 
prayers, the booklet gives the history of this particular form of devotion, 
and many favors obtained. (May also be had in German.) 


Devotion to Mary - Next to the Infant Savior, no one is more deserving 
of our veneration during this holy Advent time than Mary, the Blessed 
Mother who gave Him to us. Besides an inspiring treatise on the excellence 
of devotion to Mary, this booklet treats extensively of the great prerogative 
of her Immaculate Conception, which we commemorate on December 8th. 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary — As Mary was most inti- 
mately united with Jesus during the months of her expectation, so during 
our Advent preparation she will draw us most closely to Him if we receive 
Holy Communion in union with her. Booklet contains Mass and three sets 
of Communion devotions. 


Gems from the Liturgy, Part 1 -—— More beautiful, more powerful and 
more pleasing to God than all other prayers are those which the Church uses 
in her official worship. This booklet has gathered some precious gems from 
the Advent liturgy which will help you prepare for Christmas with the sub- 
lime sentiments of longing which the Church herself feels. In addition it 
contains devotions for Christmastide, the feasts of the Circumcision, Holy 
Name and Epiphany, Holy Family, Candlemas, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, Finding of the Holy Cross and Ascension. (All this for 
only 20¢!) 


Liturgical Novenas for the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin — Another col- 
lection of prayers of the Church, for the feasts of Our Lady, giving an almost 
unbroken series of Novenas and Triduums, beginning with the Immaculate 
Conception. Also an explanation of DeMontfort’s True Devotion, with acts 
of consecration, and twelve pages of other prayers to the Blessed Mother. 
A favorite with souls devoted to Mary. 25¢. 


Each booklet 15¢, unless otherwise marked. Reduction for 50 or more. 
Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





